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Froms Commanding Officer, USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS—4)
To: Chief of Naval Operations

Subj: Annual Command History 1985
Ref:  (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12C
Encl: (1) USS WHITE PIAINS (AFS-4) Command History 1985
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Guam s most recently homeported Cambat Stores Shlp, USS WHITE PLAINS :
{AFS-4) + began 1985 pierside, WHITE PLAINS departed. for three days of

local ‘operations ‘on 9. January culmmatmg in a dependants ‘cruige-on 12 - .

January. She departed for a. training- ava:.lab:rlrty in Yokosuka, Japan,
two days'. later. . While -in Yokosuka,: COMO Butcher, CIF. 73, personally
- presented WHITE PIAINS w1th her seventh ‘consecutive Blue "R“ award for.f- -
-.retentlon. ' B

WI-IITE P]‘.AINS returned to Guam on: 9 February. In preparat:.on for the L
- upcoming Indian Ocean deployment WHITE PLAINS left ‘Guam on 25 February. .
for local operatlons during wh1ch she conducted refuelmgs and uxﬁerway

,replenlshment tra:.nmg. - : : _ _

_ March saw : WI-I['I‘E PLAINS underway agam to conduct Moblle 'I'rammg Team
(MIT} Phase 2. 0On 19 March, -the ‘ship- rece1ved a message announcmg that’-' :
it had been awarded the Battle Efflc:.ency "E“ Award .

WHI‘I'E PLAINS departed Guam for Sublc Bay on 26 March, where shaft
7 problems necessitated the ship being- drydocked for’ several weeks For-
‘repairs,: WHI'IE PLAINS got underway for. the Indlan Ocean on 16 Aprll

The - f:.rst "underway - replenlshment". of the deployment occurred 18 -
April; when WHITE PLAINS was approached: by four Vietnamese fishing craft
- low on water. WHITE PLAINS. responded to their needs, furnishing- them
w1th water, and contlnued on her way approxlmately one hour later

. WHITE P]:.AINS arrlved off the coast of Mas1rah on Aprll 2'7, and
"followmg a visit by Battle Group Comnander -RADM Edney -on’ 28 Apnl
contlnued on toward Muscat, Oman: - s

: The flrst two weeks of May Saw WHITE PLAINS operatlng in the North
Arablan Sea, conducting replenls]:mcent exercises with the. Constellatlon
battle group. WHITE PIAINS departed the- North Arablan Sea for - Diego
Garcia, B.I.O0.T., on 15 May. The ship arrived 21 May for a eight-day
onload and port visit. Departing Diego Garcia on 29 May for several days
of local operations, WHITE PLAINS returned to Diego Garcia for an. -
- additional- four days before .departing on 5 June for the North ‘Arabian .
-.Sea.. Durlng her -transit, she rendezvoused with two Australlan FRG's:®
operating in  the area. WHITE -PLAINS .departed the North Arab:.an Sea
tuwards the end of the month, for Fremantle, Australra. M

Ea.rly in the mornlng of 6-July, WHI'I'E PLAINS experz.enced a 35 degree

roll, which .caused minor ship-wide damage. Most of the damage was -
' repalred by mid-morning, and although damage to the two H-46 helicopters
was not repaired until the follow:.ng day, the sh1p s operatlonal';
"-schedule was not effected , : :

o WHI'IE PLAINS arrlved in Fremantle, Australla on 19 July for a -four- -
= day visit,. departlng for Subic: Bay, Philippines on 24 July. -Whlle in - .
‘Subic: Bay, ‘WHITE PLAINS brought aboard: 17 dependents, consisting: of 15
dependent chrldren and two fathers, for a Tlger Cru1se between Sublc Bay. L




WHITE PI.AINS returned to Guam on 8 August, sPendmg ‘only 12 days in

home port before getting underway for Pusan, Korea. The Pusan visit was - = -

- scheduled to last five days, but three days after the ship's arrival-inm
Pusan, WHITE PIATNS got underway 29 August for typhoon anchorage in .
Sasebo, Japan, to ride out tropical storms/typhoons. in the aréa. On 1
September, WHITE PLAINS departed Sasebo for Guam, arr:.vmg on. -4
September.* : S

_ The stay in Guam was brief, ]uSt ‘one - day, before ‘again- getting

underway for Papua New Guinea. Chosen by Commander - in Chief  Pacific
Fleet to represent the U,S., Navy at that country s 10th Anniversary of
Independance Celebratlon, White Plains arrived in Lae, Papua New Guinea,
on 10 September, There the ship hosted over 3,000 visitors during the
three-day stay. WHITE PIAINS departed Lae on 12 September for- Port

' Moresby, the country's capltal After transu:mg areas still marked as -

~ "uncharted" on naval charts WHITE PLAINS __arrlved in Port Moresby on ]_.5'
-September. L [ I

3 Durlng the three day v131t in Port: Moresby, WI-II']E PLAINS hosted an
add1t1onal 3000 “visitors before -departing - for Guam. Arriving on 14
September, WHITE. PIAINS immediately began preparing for a four - and a -
half month UPMA that would carry over 1nto 1986 : R o

- * From 1 January untJ.l ‘entering drydock the WHITE PLAINS steamd L
= ___43 822 mlles and consmred approx:.mately 3,833,275 gallons of fuel ’ o

Durlng the flrst ‘nine months of 1985, WHITE BLAINS dellvered 1001 38 -

tons of fleet. freight, delivered 176, 06 tons of SAC. 207 material, and
'transferred 2226 9 BBLS of fuel. R

WHITE PLAINS ‘entered the" floating drydock at Shlp Repa:.r Fac1l1ty,:." :

Guam, on 5 October. On 24 October, WHITE PLAINS -Commanding  Officer,
- Captain William E. Newman suffered a mild Heart attack, and Executive
Officer, Lieutenant Commander Clayton E.: ~ Whitaker asswned the dutles as
Acting Ca:mandlng Officer,

Onoe it became apparent that Captam Newman. would mt be returnmg to,'
.WHITE PI.AINS, - Lieutenant Commander :Whitaker assmred the" dutles ‘as
Interim: Coumtand:.ng Officer (effective 20 November), announcmg hlS -
& appomtment on 22 November, WHITE PLAINS' l?th blrthday - .

Major aooompllshments made durlng the flrst three months of the DPMA,
" included trading out the twin 3" 50 cal gun mounts’ and replacing.-them
with refurbished guns, the installation of Phase B'to the ship's SNAP 1

oomputer system, and replacing the ship's outdated telephone system w1th :
- .a néw ‘Dimension’ 2000 telephone system. ' ,

 .The year ended with Captain- John L. Mﬂhlnney rellevmg Lleutenant-‘“'
- Commander Whitaker as Commanding Offlcer 1n a ceremony held on WI-IITE -
.PI.AINS' fllght deck 27 Deoember. B






